
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $250,000 FOR WESTFIELD STATE COLLEGE ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $250,000 for Westfield State College to establish a new Environmental Center.

  The funding was included in the fiscal year 2007 Energy and Water Appropriations bill, which the House approved on May 24. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.

    "The new environmental center will build on partnerships between the college and public schools in Westfield," Olver said. "The center will also assist the city with making informed decisions about the use and preservation of natural resources, such as the Westfield River, the only federally-designated 'Wild &amp; Scenic' river in Massachusetts."

  These funds would allow Westfield State College to renovate space in one of its college buildings for the new Environmental Center. The new center will be used by faculty and students to interact and work on environmental research; to hold environmental classes, community group meetings and symposia; for K-12 science faculty to meet and discuss improvements to the science curriculum; and as a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) learning center.

    For additional information, please contact Barry Maloney, Vice President for Advancement, Westfield State College, at 413-572-5203 or bmaloney@wsc.ma.edu.
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